
 

MINUTES 

North Carolina Aeronautics Council 
October 20, 2009 

10:30 A.M. 
Wings of Carolina Hangar 

Sanford, NC 
 

The October 20, 2009 Aeronautics Council meeting was called to order at 
10:30 a.m. by Chairman Carter Keller at the Sanford-Lee County Regional 
Airport in Sanford, NC.   
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT 
Carter Keller, Chairman 
David Barker  
Brian Campbell 
Melvin Daniels, Jr. 
Jim Heavner 
Cress Horne  
Bill Reese 
Jim Shaw 
Larry Wagner 
Jay Wyatt 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT  
Tom Comerford - resigned 
Henry Isaacson  
M. W. Mullinix, Sr. 
Joe Randall, Vice Chairman  
Doreen Richter  
 
AVIATION STAFF PRESENT  
Richard Walls, Director of Aviation  
Ted Alman 
Rick Barkes 
Shirley Pearce-Rowley 
Dave Thomas 
Dion Viventi 
Bobby Walston 
Chastity Clark 



Kathy Vollert 
Steve Merritt 
 
GUESTS 
Jay Talbert, Talbert & Bright, Inc. 
Dan Danieley, Burlington-Alamance Regional Airport 
Bob Heuts and other Sanford Airport and Authority Officials 
Jane Haber, Sanford 
Jim Carlton, Sanford 
Don Adams, Sanford 
Brad Whited, Fayetteville Regional Airport 
 
Chairman Keller called the meeting to order.  The meeting was hosted by the 
Sanford-Lee County Airport/Authority.  He thanked Jim Carlton for the use of his 
hangar – Wings of Carolina for the Council meeting.  He introduced Bob Heuts, 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Sanford-Lee County Regional Airport Authority.  Mr. 
Heuts welcomed Council members, staff and guests.  He gave a brief history and 
update on the Sanford-Lee County Regional Airport.  The Airport name was 
recently changed to Raleigh Executive Jetport. 
 
Chairman Keller announced the resignation of Council member Tom Comerford 
on September 26, 2009. 
  
 Approval of Minutes  
Chairman Keller asked for a motion for approval of the September 15th meeting 
minutes.  A motion was made by Council member Cress Horne and seconded by 
Council member Melvin Daniels. The Aeronautics Council unanimously approved 
the minutes of the September meeting.  
 
Business  

• Board of Transportation Sub committee Report (TRFA) 
Director Walls reported that the committee would be meeting this month 
for the first time since Secretary Conti was appointed and a new Sub 
Committee formed. 

   
New Business  

• North Carolina – Eastern Region Airports Report  
 (copy of presentation attached) 
Chastity Clark, DOA Airport Project Manager, provided a full report on the 
eastern region airports in her territory.   

 
• NASAO Report 

Rick Barkes attended this year’s 78th National Association of State 
Aviation Officials Annual Convention held in Tucson, Arizona.  Key 
aviation decision makers from all fifty state government aviation 
departments, as well as officials from Guam and Puerto Rico attended this 



convention.  He shared with the Council, staff and guests some of the 
issues discussed at the conference.  Topics included: General Aviation 
Serves America. Essential Air Service, Aircraft Noise and National Parks, 
Impact of Wind Farms on Aviation, General Aviation Security, and AIP 
Reauthorization.  Additionally, NCDOT- Division of Aviation in cooperation 
with USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Wildlife Services 
provides technical outreach and other services designed to increase 
safety at NC airports.  North Carolina was the first State in the US to 
develop this agreement and programs.  The USDA informed us at the 
NASAO meeting that the program established in North Carolina will be 
used as a national model for the Wildlife Programs. 
 
Chairman Keller asked about zoning around airports.  Rick recommended 
checking the FAA website “Land Use Zoning”.  He also talked about the 
“Understanding Zoning Seminar for 2010”. 
 
Rick was asked by Director Walls to brief the Council on the Wildlife 
Seminar.  Rick stated that the training in Burlington was very educational 
and well attended. 
 

• ACE Video 
Dave Thomas reported and gave a video presentation of the ACECamps 
and the four locations this year. Workshops were held in Greensboro, 
Charlotte, RDU and Elizabeth City.  The video was on the students at the 
RDU location. 
Council member Jim Shaw expressed interest in having an ACEcamp 
program in his district in Winston Salem. 

 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Director Walls reported on the following Items: 

o Media’s request to do a take off on GA airports funding compared to 
commercial airports. The report will be coming out in November. 

o Statesville resurfacing of the taxiway. 
o Moore County hangar opening event. 
o Concord –DOT four million dollar roadway project.   
o Family Day in Sanford – Mr. Walls attended the event and expressed his 

appreciation and thanked all of the Sanford Officials and others who 
participated to help make the event such an impressive and successful 
family event. 

 
Bob Heuts who runs the Economic Development Program for Lee County,  
gave a brief report on the first  “Family Day” event.   He estimated that 3500 
people attended this event.  They estimated 500 kids total and 257 kids got to fly 
in an airplane. The event showed how education and opportunities in aviation 
can be available to young children. 
 



Comments from the Council Members 
All members thanked Sanford for hosting this meeting. 
 
Adjournment of the October 20, 2009 Council meeting was 11:45 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________ 
Carter Keller, Chairman     Date 
 
______________________________________________________ 
Doreen Richter, Secretary     Date 
 
 
 
 


